
REGULAR CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Tuesday  10.30am - Noon Coffee & Chat. (St. Andrew’s Room)
    3.45pm - 5.15pm     SALT for children (4 - 7 yrs)
     and their families (in term time)
    6.30pm - 9.15pm Youth Fellowship (Village Hall).
    7.45pm  Bell ringers. 
Wednesday   2.00pm - 3.30pm Tiny Tots. (St. Andrew’s Room)
Friday    7.30pm - 8:30pm Choir Practice. (St. Andrew’s Room)

CONTACTS

Priest-In-Charge:  Revd. Clive Ashley  Tel: 01245 243863
   The Rectory, 25 The Lintons, Sandon, CM2 7UA
   Email: cliveashley@btinternet.com

Churchwardens:  Mrs. C. J. Mennie  Tel: 01245 281305
   Mr. M. Puffett   Tel: 01245 222066
Hon. Treasurer:     Mr. I. A. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756
Hon. Secretary:     Mr. D. M. Farrar  Tel: 01245 471484
Electoral Roll Officer: Mrs. P. Eden   Tel: 01245 223415
Bell Ringers:          Mr. N. Tovey   Tel: 01245 472692
Choirmaster:  Mr. J. Gilder   Tel: 01245 471731
Organist:   Mr. R. Woods    Tel: 01245 268304
Flowers:                    Mrs. B. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756
Tiny Tots:                  Mrs. A. Read   Tel: 01245 474858
Magazine Editor: Mr. N. Bobeldijk  Tel: 01245 471756
   (email: nick@bobeldijk.co.uk)
Advertising:  Please contact the Editor or Treasurer.
Members of P.C.C.: Brian Amey, Nick Bobeldijk, Liz Bobeldijk, Joan Bridger, 
   Richard Cecil,  Judy Cecil, David Farrar, James Gilder,
   Christine Mennie, Michael Puffett, Dennis Terry
   Janet Terry, Jack Whinney, Ian Underwood.

Arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals and visiting of the sick
may be made with Revd. Ashley, or with the Churchwardens.

Our Mission Statement

In the light of God’s call, and our situation here, our vision is:

To glorify and worship God and to further his kingdom on earth; To declare 

and show the love of Christ for all people to the people of Sandon; To teach, 

encourage and help people to be disciples of Christ; To proclaim Christ’s 

Gospel to the people of Sandon and the wider world;

To encourage commitment and personal growth in Christian discipleship and 

spirituality; To channel God’s love through service and care for all.
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Organisations & Activities in Sandon & Howe Green

United Reformed Church Howe Green
Minister:  Revd. J. Sermon    01245 601662
Sunday Service: 11.00am Morning Service    (Communion 2nd Sunday)

Sandon Parish Council
Meetings are usually on the 2nd Monday of the month and are held alternately in 
Sandon Village Hall and at Howe Green.
Chair:  Mr. I. Wright
Parish Clerk: Mrs. S. Dobson.   01245 227734
Parish Office: Crack Willows, Mayes Lane,
  Sandon, Essex CM2 7RP
Sandon Village Hall
Chair:  Mr. P. J. Ellis    01245 222682
Secretary: Mrs. J. Cecil    01245 224747
Caretaker/Bookings:  Mr. S. Turner    01245 471575
  Hall Telephone (message facility) 01245 471970
Treasurer: Mr. N. Bobeldijk    01245 471756

Other Organisations
Beaver Cub Leader:  Mrs. J. Bernardes   01245 476830
Brownie Guider: Mrs. S. Little    01621 840525
Cub Scout Leader: Mrs. J. Blake    01245 603155
Garden & Allotment Assn.: Mrs. E Tappin    01245 476951
Girl Guides: Ms. J. Ronaldson    07939 047987
Over Sixties: Mrs. S. Whinney    01245 222239
Sandon W.I.: Mrs. A. Harvey   01245 474294
Group Scout Leader: Mr. N. Paul    01245 474891
Sports Club: Mr. G. Lucas  (Secretary)  01245 283730 
Youth Fellowship:  Mr. P. J. Ellis    01245 222682 

Regular Activities
Wednesdays 6.00 - 7.15pm  1st Sandon Brownies in the Village Hall
Last Wednesday Monthly 2.00 - 4.15pm   Over Sixties Club.
Thursdays 5.00 - 6.15pm   Beaver Cubs in the Village Hall.
  6.15 - 7.45pm   1st Sandon Cubs & Scouts in Village Hall.
  8.00 - 9.30pm   Sandon Scouts in the Village Hall
2nd Thursday Monthly 2.00 - 4.00pm   Women's Institute in the Village Hall. 

Please inform the editor of any alterations to the above details.

The editor is pleased to accept notices, reports, reviews and articles from any local 
organisation or individual, the inclusion of any such items being at the editor’s 
discretion.

Preferred font for script is Arial 10 point with any graphics being sent in jpeg format.
Deadline for copy is 10th of month preceding month of publication.

Editor: Nick Bobeldijk 34 Gilmore Way, Great Baddow, CM2 7AW
    Email: nick@bobeldijk.co.uk    Tel: 01245 471756

Services during August 2011
at St. Andrew’s Church, Sandon [S]

and St. Mary’s Church, Little Baddow [LB]

Monday 1st August

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer  

 at St.Andrew’s Chapel, LB

Wednesday 3rd 

09.15 A Service of Healing and 

 Wholeness with Holy 

 Communion [S]

Thursday 4th 

10.00 A Service of Healing and 

 Wholeness with Holy 

 Communion at 

 St.Andrew’s Chapel,  LB

13.00 Wedding [LB]

Sunday 7th 

Transfiguration of our Lord

08.00 Holy Communion  [LB] 

10.00 Jubilate Eucharist  [S]

10.00 Morning Prayer [LB]

Monday 8th 

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer  

 at St.Andrew’s Chapel, LB

Wednesday 10th 

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Thursday 11th 

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 14th 

8th Sunday after Trinity

10.00 Parish Eucharist [LB]

18.30 Evening Eucharist [S]

Monday 15th 

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer  

 at St.Andrew’s Chapel, LB

Wednesday 17th 

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Thursday 18th  

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 21st  

9th Sunday after Trinity

10.00 United Family Service [LB]

10.00 Parish Eucharist [S]

18.30 Evening Eucharist [LB]

Monday 22nd  

09.00 Celtic Morning Prayer  

 at St.Andrew’s Chapel, LB

Wednesday 24th 

St Bartholomew 

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Thursday 25th 

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 28th 

5th Sunday after Trinity

08.00 Holy Communion  [S] 

10.00 Parish Eucharist [LB]

12.30 Baptism [S]

18.30 Songs of Praise [LB]

 Venue TBA

Bank Holiday Monday 29th 

No Services

Wednesday 31st 

09.15 Holy Communion [S]



Explanation  Of God

This was written by an 8-year-old named Danny Dutton, who lives in  Chula Vista , California. 

He wrote it for his third grade homework assignment, to 'explain God.' I wonder if any of us 

could have done as well?

One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die, so there 

will be enough people to take care of things on earth. He doesn't make grownups, just  babies.    

I think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way he doesn't have to take up his 

valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave that to mothers and fathers.

God's second most important  job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since 

some people, like preachers and things, pray at times beside bedtime. God doesn't  have time to 

listen to the radio or TV because of  this. Because he hears everything, there must be a terrible 

lot of noise in his ears, unless he has thought of a way to turn it off.

God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So 

you shouldn't go wasting his time by going over your mom and dad's head asking for something 

they said you couldn't have.

Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think there are any in Chula Vista . At least 

there aren't any who come to our church.

Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work, like walking on water and  performing 

miracles and trying to teach the people  who didn't want to learn about God. They finally got 

tired of him preaching to them and they crucified him. But he was good and kind, like his  

father, and he told his father that they didn't know what they were doing and to forgive them and 

God said O.K.

His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all his hard work on earth so he told 

him he didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So he did. And now 

he helps his dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things which are important for God to 

take care of and which ones he can take care of himself without having to bother God. Like a 

secretary, only more important.

You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it worked out so 

one of them is on duty all the time. 

You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there's anybody 

you want to make happy, it's God!

Don't skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. This is 

wrong. And besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway.

If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because your 

parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. It is good to know He's around 

you when you're scared, in the dark or when you can't swim and you get thrown into real deep 

water by big kids.

But...you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me here and 

he can take me  back anytime he pleases.

And...that's why I believe in God.

Thanks to David Farrar and Joan Bridger.



PARISH FAMILY 

BBQ

SUNDAY THE 4TH OF 

SEPTEMBER

FROM 12 NOON 

ONWARDS.

ST. ANDREW’S 

CHURCHYARD,  SANDON

*USUAL BBQ FARE

*CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINER.

*GAZEBOS

*BRING YOUR OWN CHAIRS 

AND PICNIC EQUIPMENT.

TICKETS FROM DAVID FARRAR 

(471484),

JACK WHINNEY (222239),

AND CHRISTINE 

MENNIE(281305).

ADULTS £5, CHILDREN £3.

PROCEEDS TO CHURCH FUNDS



Why do we.....

Use Holy Water

Every Christian in Baptism is washed in water as the outward sign

of being cleansed from sin and born to new life in Christ. The

symbolism of water is clear - it washes clean and it supports life.

From earliest times water has been blessed and used by the

Church as a symbol in blessings, dedications, funerals etc and in

ceremonial sprinkling as a reminder of Baptism In many churches

there is a stoop or font of holy water near the door. Christians may

dip the fingers of the right hand in the water and make the sign of the cross on 

entering - as a reminder that through the waters of baptism we entered into 

membership of Christ's Body in the Church. On going out - as a reminder that

at Baptism we were signed with the cross and must not be ashamed to confess

the faith of Christ crucified.

Light a Candle

Every Christian at their Baptism passes from darkness to

light and is called to shine as a light in the world. Saints and

Martyrs have shone as lights in every generation and

continue to do so in our own time. It is appropriate that we

should pause and light a candle. This is an ancient and wide

spread custom and there is nothing superstitious about it,

since it is neither a substitute for prayer nor an attempt to
buy God's favour. Lighting a candle is a sign - a sign of our prayer and the

offering of our lives, a reminder to us and to others of the saints and martyrs who

have shone as the lights of the world, and who pray for us a witness to all that

pass by that this is a place of prayer.

Go to Confession

To repent and to be pardoned for our offences. 

There is no rule that states what the  regularity of 

confession should be although some people have  

regular

appointments with their confessor; others go 

when they feel the need or when something 

particular is troubling them. Often confession is 

linked to spiritual guidance or discussion with the 

priest.    From The Server - Summer 2011 



Parish People: Malcolm Robert Eden

Known as; Malcolm or Mystery (Mr.E)

I arrived in Sandon in September 1977.  Some would 

argue that Butts Green is not really Sandon

The Reason that I came was for a larger garden, the rural 

setting and a house that could be extended to accommodate 

my mother-in-law.

My ambition as a child included being a seaman in the 

Royal navy or a farmer.

Any Resemblance to my present occupation is difficult to 

assess but I have always had a great interest in gardening 

and practical work as well as having found and practiced a 

vocation in engineering as a profession so it would seem 

that there could be a connection.
The main Life Lesson experienced has been that there is something deeper to life than merely 

existing and, whatever the situation, it could be worse.

I became a Christian by a process combined of family upbringing, education in school and 

Sunday school, friends and fiancée, church going and a need to get to grips with an inner 

conviction that there was always a better direction in which to try to make progress in a spiritual 

sense.

What do you like about Sandon Church?  is a leading question.  I started going to Sandon 

church because the people were friendly and it held an evening Service which my own church 

did not have.  Now these two features have been modified by various changes in congregation 

and Service patterns.   Being a lot older now, I value being allowed space in which to be quiet 

and think and to participate in and understand the liturgy.

My belief in miracles varies.  I can take on board those related in the Bible without too much 

of a problem and accept those related to me and other people who have experienced them but 

when I have requested what amounted to being a physical miracle e.g. healing, the answer to 

my prayer has not been revealed.   It could be that the problem lies within myself.   If miracles 

are classed as answer to prayer then I have experienced them in other circumstances

My hope for the future lies in the fact that the Christian Church generally remains true to the 

teaching of the Bible and preaches the gospel to whoever will listen.   Growth in some areas 

shows that the Holy Spirit is still at work wherever he is welcomed.

I am an introvert and do not socialise willingly.   Mixing and talking to people is very hard 

work so I have not become a good teacher or preacher.

Coffee or tea? seems to be a strange question but I prefer tea at whatever the time of day. 

Coffee must be drunk only at 11.00am or after dinner (with port).

Those life experiences which have been most special are varied.   They range from when I 

was baptised by immersion as a teenager, my first day in the army, when my wife said she 

would marry me through to when our children were born.   My professional career also brought 

about new special experiences through new responsibilities, successes in experimentation and 

failures when least expected.

A number of films and books have moved me.  The Robe, Dr Zhivago, Gandhi and recently 

C H Spurgeon, the ‘People’s Preacher’ are among the most memorable.   I look to books for 

entertainment and I am attracted by the storytelling of Bernard Cornwell in his Lord Utred 

series and Richard Sharpe tales.   However ‘Amazing Grace’, a book of the film about William 

Wilberforce and his campaigns to abolish slavery and to reform manners and behaviour, is 

moving because it describes the enormity of both tasks facing him in the society of the time.

He couldn’t have done it without his Christian faith.



Christian Aid

As Michael reported last month, a total of £1,124.69 was raised through 9 

people’s collecting efforts!!

This was only a little down on last year’s results whereas collections for 

Chelmsford overall were 20% down.

Despite his continuing stellar performance as our Christian Aid co-ordinator, 

next year Michael would like to retire from this role and would therefore like 

to find a volunteer to take over from him. Michael would therefore be most 

pleased to hear from anyone interested in taking on this most-worthwhile 

activity. Ed.

From the Registers
 

 

MARRIAGES

 

25th June 2011  Joseph Ashley & Rhiannon Battaglini

9th July 2011  Stuart Morley & Georgina Speakman

 

May God bless their life together.

 

FUNERALS/INTERMENT OF ASHES

 

         8th June 2011 Phillip Coppen

 

           25th June 2011 Grace Gardner

 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual shine upon them.

May they rest in peace.

My favourite part of the Bible is difficult to identify.   The bits that stand out start in the Old 

Testament, in particular the prophesy by Isaiah about a new king to come from the line of David 

(Isaiah Ch 11) which gave people hope.   This reinforces the claims of Jesus in the New 

Testament such as ‘I am the light of the world’ (John Ch 8 v 12).   The third part is where Jesus 

appears to his disciples on the road to Emmaus and on other occasions continuing to the giving of 

the Holy Spirit, recorded in Acts.

Words that are especially inspiring are in John Ch3 v 16 ‘For God loved the world so much 

that he gave his only son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but may have eternal 

life’

Those qualities that I value in another are honesty, love and a good sense of humour.

The behaviour that I find most difficult to tolerate concerns lack of discipline.   Firstly in 

children towards any form of authority and without thought for others and secondly in adults who 

act selfishly and sometimes even criminally for their own gain.

Night or morning person?  In my youth I was most awake in the evening/early hours but now in 

old age I am not at my best at either time but definitely worse in the morning.

The season I prefer is Autumn when we still have some warmth during the day, there is usually 

some rain for the garden and there could be some fruit and vegetables to harvest.   The idea of 

winter is only a small cloud on the horizon.

A moment when I felt the presence of God was when, during a church meeting, I realised that 

He was calling me to a particular office and that was why I had moved home, not just to get a 

better lifestyle.

I have a lot of favourite hymns - three stand out, namely “Just as I am, without one plea……..”, 

“Breathe on me breath of God” and “What a friend we have in Jesus”.  Then there’s “O Lord my 

God, when I in awesome wonder” and so on and so on.

Religion and politics cannot be separated because they are concerned with life and living.   

However I would not want the term ’politics’ to be confused with party politics but to be linked 

with policies and ideas about justice, peace and freedom.

While I have no friends from other faiths in my professional life I have worked with Muslims 

and Hindus.   If by ‘other faiths’ other denominations of Christianity are meant, then I have many 

friends from other faiths.

I am looking forward to the time when, once more I can do something constructive for 

somebody else.

In the totally unlikely event that I had a large sum available, I would donate it to the charity 

Mission Aviation Fellowship because it covers all aspects of Christian ministry through its fleet 

of aircraft which operate in many underdeveloped countries in Africa, South America and Asia.

The single thing that I would save from a fire would be all my family history files that contain 

data collected over many years. Note that I don’t regard other people or animals as “things” so 

would naturally consider them first.

If an 18 year old would listen to me it would be to advise that person to really look at the life of 

Jesus and see, by talking to other people and looking at their lifestyles, what he has to offer 

before doing anything else.

The moment of my life that I would most like to relive is when, on retirement I realised that I no 

longer had any real financial worries and could be free of commercial commitments - and then 

came the recession.

The age that I would most like to be is 65 years because then I was relatively fit and could still 

work quite hard.

My special interests are light aircraft, mechanical engineering technology, family history 

research, reading (mostly fiction), gardening, DIY carpentry and building work.  Unfortunately 

the last two seem to take precedence and I have been banned from the skies!  M.E.



  CHRISTMAS FAYRE

The Christmas Fayre is to be held on 26th November 
and we are hoping to have Father Christmas along
with a new or nearly new gift stall, lucky dip,
teddy in a bag, bottle tombola, cakes and
homemade produce, and of course a raffle.  Please
could you give this some thought as to what you
could donate and if you are able to help on the day. 
I know it is only August but time flies!  Thankyou

Liz Bobeldijk

Sister Mary Ann's Gasoline

Sister Mary Anne, who worked for a home care agency, was out making her 

rounds visiting homebound patients when she ran out of petrol. As luck would 

have it, a Texaco Gasoline station was just a few yards away.

She walked to the station to borrow a petrol can and buy some fuel. The 

attendant told her that the only can he owned had been loaned out, but she 

could wait until it was returned. Since Sister Mary Ann was on the way to see a 

patient, she decided that she couldn’t afford to wait and walked back to her car.

She looked for something in her car that she could fill with fuel and spotted a 

bedpan. Always resourceful, Sister Mary Ann carried the bedpan to the station, 

filled it with gasoline, and carefully carried the full bedpan back to her car.

As she was pouring the petrol into her tank, two Baptists saw her from across 

the street. One of them turned to the other and said,

'If that car starts, I'm turning Catholic.'!!

Boom Boom! Thanks to DF.


